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TEODORS PETERSONS# forcer President of NY Council 
of Latvian Crjurilautiono, otatou or*f.nUition 10 
chartered under NY lav;s and exists for cultural, 
educational, and social purposes. Composed of 
delegates from largest Latvian organizations in 
NY area such as Latvian Lutheran Church, Latvian 
Catholic Church, and Daugavns Vunagi and other 
smaller Latvian org^nia.itiono, PETERSONS stated 
newer generation of Latvians in NY is conscious 
of Bolshevik thrust tc sun's freedom and os a 
whole are unti-CoitiJunlst. ARTURS VALTERS, former 
President of Daugavao Vanagi, stated Daugavas 
Vanagi is strictly a welfare organization co help 
needy former inembers of Latvian Legion or their 
widows. Knew of no Communist or pro-Soviet 
Infiltration of any Latvian organization in the 
US. 
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NY lQ5-lW9b 
DETAILS 

On February 113, 1961, ORESTS BKRLXNOS, 7301 
Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, New York (NY), .who la of 
Latvian origin and who come to the Un^d States (US) 
in 1950, stated that ho had no knowledge of tiny Communist 
or pro-Soviet activity among Latvians or Latvian 
organizations in the NY urea, 

BERLIN03 mentioned chut "Balks 11 was now the 
chief Latvian newspaper in the US and he was acquainted 
with some* of the personalities sacculated with the 
newspaper* While in Germany in the Lato lS^O's, 

BERLINOS had helped run a Latvian. new c.papor and know 
HELKAR3 RUDZITIS, who is the present pubijiohor of tho 
newspaper "Laiko". RU D22T23 had been a publisher of 
books in Riga end BERLINOS if-U icnoun him slightly in 
Riga. When RUDZITIS came to the US, he >:ccy w as u 
sponsor for BER LINGS. BtiRLIiiOS said he had, more or 
less, helped RUDZITIS found the newspaper “L:-i:cs" in • 
the US, but ct that time they had never anticipated that 
it would increase its circulation co its present extent* 

BERLINOS said that he had known RAEACS , one .. 

6f the oditorc at "Laiica", before and termed him a steady, 
straightforward, honest individual who was above reproach. > 
He stated that while R ABACS mighu sometimes appear simple, % 
he wao nevertheless a man of cornu Intel lice nee . EERLINOS 
said RABACS had stayed v;ith the Latvian nev/spaper3 when 
the Russians came into Latvia and therefore had been 
regarded with suspicion by a£*tf Latvians, but BERLINOS 
stated there was no question in his mind as to RABACS 
anti-Communist attitude. >. 

On April k, 1961, TEOEORS PETERSONS, Apartment , 
1C, 2679 Decatur Avenuo, Bronx, NY, telephone LU 4-7333, 
who is employed by General Builders of Queens, NY, * 
advised that he was the president, last year, of the NY 
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Council oC Latvian Organlzationo. lie stated that the 
organization is chartered uikUt :iY lwio arid exists Tor 
cultural, educational, and social purposes* PETERSONS 
stated It Is perhaps the main Latvian American organization 
in one way, In that it Is composed of colocates from tho 
largest Latvian American organiaut.ons. However, the 
council has no headquarters and is active only in a 
limited way. It is compose: of d.lc : .;tco from tho 
Latvian Lutheran Church, of which r-irLRSOKS is c member, 
of delegates from various organizations of this church 
including the choir, Ladies Aid society, etcetera, and 
of delegates from tho Latvian C: tnolis Cnurcii, Daugava® 
Vanagi, and smaller organizations such cs tne Latvian . 
Association of Architects, Latvian Association of 
Engineers, Latvian Association' of Jurists, end Association 
of Latvian Fraternity Croups. 

The new president of tho X Y Council of American 
Organizations is CHARLES ST&tiKbYXCU, 1101 Kelly Street, 
Bronx, NY . STANKEVICH Is or. n oid Amox-lcan", having come 
to the US from Latvia about 19‘c^, and ho is anti- 
communist, according to PETERSONS . 

PETERSONS advised he belongs to tho Association 
of Latvian Fraternity Groups or the >iY Latvian Fraternity ; 
Oroups as it was once* called. Like most of tho smaller 
Latvian organizations It is not particularly active. 

STANLEY f’JDANS is the president of the organization.* 
PETERSONS stated that FUDAKS Is anti -Communist, cut he - 
knows nothing of his background. 

PETERSONS stated that the newer Generation 
of Latvians In Now York City (HYC) 18 conscious of the 
Bolshevik throat to man’s freedom and as a whole ;is_: 
anti -Communist . 

He said, he has heard of the Latvian Unitjr Group 
on Lexington Avenue, which is supposed to to "pinkish". 








NY 103-A0034 

He eta ted it is composed of *e£d emigres who carao to the 
US from Rus3la in about X9jj* Kc cald the group is . 
apparently composed of older nor; who know only life 
under the Czar and feel that anything that hao happened 
since that time. Including Cojamuntcia, i3 progress, 

PETERSONS related tixt 7IC?0K XAtflNSKY has been . . 
publicly active among L:»tvi:ns Lr. the NY area an an unti- 
Comcamlot. PSTEESONo caid KAMIHdSY seamed sincere but 
he knew nothing of his background* 

PETERSONS stated that chore la r;o Latvian 
community in the »NY area ay euch. Even the Latvian 
churches have no church builuinje, aithougn the Lutheran 
Church now has a parish building In Brooklyn, Ho said 
he knew of no Communist or pro- Soviet activity among 
Latvian organisations in the NY -reu. 

PETERSONS seated that he n>d ittondcci the 
University of Riga nr.d uai i ttornoy ir: Rigu when the 
Russians took over lac via la 15^0. Ha vrns a legal 
advisor to ALFRED EEKZ IN 5, i.inister of In form,, cion of 
the Latvian Government. 1 .• can, to the US in 1930. Ho - 
is married end has a daughter w.\;. it tends Uysc.i:: College 
and a son who attends Clinton High School in Bronx , NY. 

On April 17, 15 ) 61 , ARTURS VaLTERS, Superintendent 
of 537 Horcl Street, Brooklyn, NY, residing id Apartment- 
B3 at this address, adviced that the largest Latvian 
organizations In the US are the American Latvian Association 
Ddugaves Vanagl, and the NY Latvian Society, The last 
named *3 a benevolent society, over sixty years old. 

In addition, the Latvian Lutheran Church end the Latvian 
Catholic Church arc large organizations. He advised that 
there is no particular Connxirilot or Soviet infiltration 
in any of the Latvian organizations in the US that he 
knew of. • 
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He stated there is a smaller group of Latvians 
around the L-tvion language newspaper "America Lutweotis" 
in Boston. It is composed primarily of older con who 
cane to tho US at the time of tho 19b5 Revolution. They 
still tend to think in terms of tho ideas and ideals of 
thode earlier years. This a roup is dwindling &nd recently 
.Paugavas Vunugi took over the building which had been 
occupied by ’‘Aroorika u» tweet is 

WLTERS stated that he xiad been the prosidont 
for the past four years of che NY Brunch of Daogavas 
Vanagi. The current prc3lclc;tt is JANIS LACI3, oil 
.ArgylaRoad, Brooklyn, NY, who ca;.:o to tho US from 
.England. VAI/TKRS said H-uguvas Vanagi is composed of 
veterans of the Latvian Legion, who fought against both 
the Russians and Germans in World War II*. It is strictly *, 
a welfare organisation to help needy former members of 
the Latvian Legion or their widows. 

VALTERS stated there i3 a small colony of 
Latvians in Brentwood, Long Island, but no actual Latvian 
community in the NY area as such. 

VALTERS stated ho was born in Latvia in 1915# .;= 
and. was a farmer. Ho fought lr* the Latvian Legion and 
left Latvia after being wounded in February, 19*15 • He . 
came to the US in 1952> and was naturalized in 195?. 
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